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Editorial 
FINANCIAL fears are of war, 
men into extra w iate indi 
their cooler If the doings of the’ Beonceay 
at MancheSter in relation to children’s libraries, as described in the 
aki retrenchment at which 
wie is without parallel and will imitators. 
tion of estimates we hear of from this or that place, but in few has 
the stupid policy which urges that if we spend nothing we shall all 
become rich been carried into full effe&. Libraries always have 
suffered in times of crisis, whatever they are ; we accept that, though 
doubtfully ; but we do know that the people need libraries. 
* 

Our Australian colleagues are having a bad, and justifiably 
not only gravely reduced the value of money but the authorities 
have had the unlucky inspiration, which a parliament of s 
sane legislators has endorsed, to levy a tax upon all books comi 
in. The result of these two causes is that a book which costs 12s. 
in London costs about {1 in Canberra. Another result, we are assured, 
is that book purchases are already halved, and the revenue of £100,000 
which the Treasury h to get has also been reduced by half. We 
cannot comment on this, because the affairs of Australia concern 
Australians alone in the main, but we can express sympathy with 
the librarians, educators and other readers who are protestin —— 
an obsolete method of raising money, which wi ioe ea 
itself but will do more harm many times the money gained can 
repair. 

* 


* 

The supplement to the February Library Journal contains a really 

tribute to the memory of Melvil Dewey. From it we learn 
there are only three survivors—R. R. Bowker, Charles Evans 
and Miss Fanny Whitney—of the A.L.A. Conference of 1876, the 
conference from which our library associations sprang. In a supple- 
ment, illustrated with portraits and other pictures, the life-story of 
the “ human library dynamo ” is told excellently, and tributes from 
Frank P. Hill, Arthur E. Bostwick, Dorcas Fellows, Herbert Putnam, 
L. S. Jast and H. La Fontaine, among others, make a record that does 
honour to its subje& and those who compiled it. Incidentally, it 
may be mentioned that the same issue contains a brief article by Sir 
ohn Adams on his experiences in an old-world Sunday School 
in Glasgow. 

* * * 

The Twelfth Annual Joint Conference of the North Midland, 
Birmingham and Distri& and North Western Branches of the Library 
Association, which is to be held at Scarborough from April 29th to 
May 2nd next, will afford an excellent and much to be desired 
tunity for discussing the more difficult problems of librarianship in 
time of crisis. The President of the Library Association, Colonel 
Mitchell, is to be there, and among the subjeés to be discussed are 
Librarianship and its Future, R County Library Problems, and 
The Educational Policy of the Association—all live subjeé&s. The 
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ts are much the same as for the Annual Conference 
of the Library Association. There will be a headquarters hotel and 
other hotels have been indicated for the use of members. As usual, 
there will be various hospitalities offered by the Corporation of 
Scarborough. The Councils of the Branches usually offer the warmest 
welcome to delegat gates from other pars ofthe county, and Scarborough 
at the beginning of May should very attractive venue for a meet- 
ing. Those who are interested should write to Mr. George K. Wilkie, 
the Municipal Library, ae 
* * 
Mr. M. C. Pottinger, in 
writes: “I shall be greatly surprised if the Children’s Book Week 
does not receive strong support from the library profession.” This 
Book Week will be i: evades and it was never more badly 
needed, if we recall the alleged aétion at Manchester, already referred to, 
where the ‘ Economy ” committee attacked children’s libraries even 
Moreover, we know of London libraries where children are regarded 
as an expensive nuisance. If books have any ultimate value to adults, 
the foolishness—it is no less—which refuses the means to learn their 
best use to children must be combated. The Book Week should 
po and to le@ures, exhibitions and general co-operation good 


ults should accrue. 
* * 


The supplement to the Catalogue of the Birmingham Colle&ion 
just issued is indeed an effort worthy of note in these unpropitious 
times. It is a portly 0 of over 900 and records the accessions 
for 1918-1931, which, Mr. Cashmore tells us in the preface, almost 
equal in bulk those secured in the 39 previous years covered by the 
1918 catalogue. One of the features oF British libraries on which we 
may justifiably feel proud are our catalogues of local collections. 
Those of Bristol, Eatin, Gloucester and, on a smaller scale, 
of Wigan, come to mind, while Mr. Sparke’s Bolton bibliography 
is admirable. In time we hope every town will have its local colleétion, 
adequately catalogued. Few of them, we imagine, will surpass 
Birmingham in this respeé. 

* * * * 

It is now common knowledge that the former premises of Messrs. 
Shoolbred, behind Gower Street, have been acquired in part by the 
Carnegie Trustees, and about two-thirds of the purchase will be 
adapted to house the National Central Library, and the remainder will 
provide new hea rters for the Library Association. Both institu- 
tions should benefit enormously. The National Central Library will 
have accommodation for 1} million books, and exceptionally conve- 
nient working offices; the Library Association will have room for 
all its activities, its library and for assemblies from conferences down- 
wards. Alterations are to be put in hand almost at once and the new 
buildings should be ready before the autumn of next year. 


* * 
We draw our readers’ attention to the preliminary announce- 
ment on another page g the aay 4 asa Summer 
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Some Famous English Bookshops 
Il. 


THE OLDEST LONDON BOOKSHOP. 
ELLIS, 29 NEW BOND STREET. 


By Georce Smirn. 

Tue history of this bookshop begins with Jonn Brinpiey, who 
took, in 1728, one of the houses in the then appropriatedy named 
New Bond Street, and commenced the bookselling business carried 
on in the same premises ever since. Not only does the quaint bow- 
front of the shop date from this time, but inside are yet to be seen, 
still in use to-day, the very book-shelves with which John Brindley 
fitted up the shop 204 years ago. 

Many generations of the Brindley family had resided in the 
= of Kingsley, Staffordshire, from the XVI. Century, and John’s 

, Joshua, was incumbent of a neighbouring parish (Cheddleton) 
from 1676 to 1694. In 1705 John Brindley was apprenticed to John 
Smith, who, though a Liveryman of the Merchant Taylors’ Company, 
was probably a bookbinder ; at all events, we find Brindley took up 
that craft, and carried on a business as a bookbinder in Little Britain 
from 1723 or earlier. But the golden days when Little Britain was a 
centre of the London book poet. 0 had passed, and Brindley gave proof 
of his sagacity as well as his enterprise when he removed to the street 
which at that time practically marked the western boundary of the 
metropolis. When he thus came to Bond Street Brindley had no 
intention of confining himself to bookbinding, but boldly set forth 
to be a bookseller ; although, like his successors, he engaged occa- 
sionally in publishing, it is clear that from the first he proposed 
dealing in old and rare books, a department of bookselling which 
has ever since remained the special business of the house. In adver- 
tisements of Book Sales, issued from Oober, 1728, and onwards, 
his name is usually to be found amongst those from whom catalogues 
might be had.. He issued a number of catalogues of libraries which 
he had bought privately, but the only one I have ever seen is one 
issued in 1734, a copy of which is in the British Museum, but in 
contemporary newspapers, advertisements record at least eight others 
which he put forth. Mr. W. Roberts, who has an unrivalled know- 
ledge of bookselling history and booksellers’ catalogues, has a note 
of one of Brindley’s catalogues dated 1747, which he once saw, but 
it is greatly to be feared that most of these catalogues of Brindley’s, 
with the assistance they might have given to the hunter of Book 
Pedigrees, are in the category of Loff Books ; certainly to me th 
have proved Unattainable Rarities. When, in 1788, Richard Goug 
compiled his list of Booksellers’ Catalogues of the 18th century, he 
did not know of any catalogue issued by John Brindley, but only of 
one issued by his widow, Penelope, shortly after her husband’s 
death. Brindley numbered amongst his patrons Queen Caroline 
and her son, Frederick Prince of Wales; there is in the Library at 
Windsor Castle a binding with painted fore-edges which he executed 
for the Queen. Of his publications the most notable were the series 
of little volumes of Latin classics ; it is by these that his name is still 
remembered in the book-world. 
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John Brindley died on March 1%, 1758, and his widow, 

carried on the business in her own name, with the aid of an assistant, 
ames Robson, until the following year when she herself died. 
‘ortunately James Rosson, who Brindley’s apprentice, was 

able to arrange to take over the business on Mrs. Brindley’s death, 

and carried it on with great energy for the remainder of the century. 

When Robson started business in 1759 the British Museum was 
in its infancy; among the donations it had received had been the 
Old Royal Library given by George II., and this circumstance had 
an important and almost immediate influence on book-colle&ing 
when the young King George III. came to the throne, for he felt the 
loss of this library, and soon found himself impelled to supply its 
place with another colle&tion. The King made a handsome com- 
mencement in 1762 by buying for {£10,000 the special collection 
of rare books belonging to Joseph Smith, Consul at Venice, which 
contained so many of choicest and most important 15th century 
books. We do not know whether Robson had any part in this 
transaétion, but he had business relations with Joseph Smith, and 
after the Consul’s death in 1770 he made arrangements for the sale 
of the remainder of his library in this country. rge III. followed 
up the pursuit of book-collecting, and thus formed the King’s Library 
which is now so important a portion of the National Collection. The 
King’s example proved a Stimulus to book-collecting in this 
country, and booksellers like Robson often found that the supply 
of rare books available at home was not always adequate to meet 
the wants of their clients, so we find Robson corresponding with 
booksellers and colleétors in Paris and Venice, and sometimes oe 
the Continent in search of books. His greatest bibliographi 
enterprise in that respect was his journey made to Italy in 1787 in 

y with other booksellers, James Edwards, Peter Molini and 
Robert Faulder. The tour lasted from July to O&ober, and Robson 
visited Milan, Venice, Florence, Rome, Genoa and many other 
important cities in Italy. As a result of this journey Robson and 

wards bought the great Pinelli Library of Venice, as well as the 
Paitoni Library of the same place. Whilst maintaining this depart- 
ment of his business, Robson also occasionally engaged in psi 
usually in association with a group of booksellers. Thus he was one 
of the publishers of Johnson’s Lives of the Poets, and, later on, of 
Hawkins’s Life of — With Mrs. Piozzi he was on very friendly 
terms, and she often turned to him for advice on literary matters. 
A life of him given in the Dictionary of National Biography was written 
by the eminent librarian, H. R. Tedder. 

A little before his death in 1806 he handed over his business to 
the firm of NorNAVILLE AND Fett. William Fell had been his assistant, 
and, like his master, was from Cumberland; we get an occasional 
glimpse of him in the letters of Mrs. Piozzi. John Nornaville, his 
partner, still remains, as Dibdin styled him, “a man of mystery” ; 
it seems possible that he was a French royalist who took refuge ia 
England at the time of the French Revolution, but there is no definite 
information regarding this. The part played by Nornaville in the 
Roxburghe Sale in 1812, where his large purchases caused onlookers 
to exclaim that he must be buying for Napoleon Bonaparte, is des- 
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Sheldon Press Juvenile Books 


12 Books for Girls, 2s.6d. each. 


CHANNON, E. M. The Cotton-Wool Girl. A school story. 
A Countess at School. 
DAVIDSON, H. B. Stories of Girl Gwides : 
The Castle 


Tea-Garden. 
Pat of Whitehouse. A school story. 
The Ardice Fortune. A story of modern 
school life. 


COWPER, E. E. - - - The Mystery of Castle Veor; or, The 
Spies in our Midst. 

OXENHAM, ELSIE J. - Finding her Family. 

RAMSEY, L. F. - - - An Island for Two. A school story. 

QUILLER-COUCH, M. - ~ The Making of Mona. 

WHITING, M. BRADFORD - 

RUDOLF, R. de M. - > 


RICE, C. COLLIVER - - Shirin. A story of Modern Persia. 


12 Books for Boys, 2s.6d. each. 


ALFRED - - - The Track of . Ad 
JUDD, ventures all 


BROUGH, FREDERICK - ~ The Dragon’s Eye. A tale of the 
Eastern Seas. 


SHERLOCK, A. B. - - Galleon Treasure. Sunken in the 
Solomon Islands. 
The Sea Raiders. Exploits of the 
Australian Navy. 
HAYENS, HERBERT - 7 A Kidnapped Prince. Adventures in 


the South Seas. 
MACLURE, Capt. K. Colin of the Seven Seas. A 
chronicle of modern life at sea. 
The Liberators. Adventure and revolu- 
tion in a South American republic. 
MARCHANT, BESSIE - - Darling of Sandy Point. Rovings round 
the Straits of Magellan. 


The Mysterious City. A story of the 
Congo. 
Rolf the Rebel. Exciting adventures 
in Cuba. 
MERIVALE, JOY - - - Jumped by Convicts. A tale of planta- 
tion life in British Guiana. 
MARTIN, A. Le BRETON - The Mystery Scout. Scouts rescue a 
comrade who has been kidnapped. 


THE SHELDON PRESS 
Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C. 
And of all Booksellers. Lists post free. 


Special attention is drawn to a capital selection of Historical Tales. 


girl life.) 

ical 

87 in 

i and 

ybson 

other 

and 

s the 

-part- 

hing, 

s one 

n, of 

endly 

tters. 

ritten 

ess to 

stant, 

sional 

ic, his 

ry”; 

ige in 

efinite 

in the 

okers 

des- 


198 Tue Lrerary 


cribed by Dibdin in one of the most entertaining passages of the 
Bibliographical Decameron. 

John Nornaville survived until 1837, but he had retired when 
76 years old, about 1830, when THomas and Wriiiam Boone suc- 
ceeded to the business. The Boones were sons of a bookseller, 
Thomas Boone, who had been in business first in Hanover Street, 
and afterwards from 1797 to 1805, in Swallow Street, near Hanover 
Square. Thomas Boone the younger had started in business himself 
as a bookseller at Russell Court, Covent Garden, in 1814; his brother 
joined him a year later. They removed first to No. 495, Strand, 

ore coming to Bond Street. 

Shortly after the Boones had taken over the business at 29, New 
Bond Street there occurred that economic disturbance which occa- 
sioned Dibdin’s Bibliophobia: Remarks on the Present Languid and 
Depressed State of Literature and the Book Trade, published in 1832, a 
condition of things which finds a parallel exatly one hundred years 
later. However, “ bad times, good times, all times pass,” and with 
the dispersal of the great library of Richard Heber a year or two 
later a more hopeful feeling prevailed, and William H Miller 
and other book collectors of foresight entering the field, book 
trade recovered. The Boones, whilst issuing many interesting publica- 
tions, notably Napier’s Peninsula War, the Library of Eetedien 
Travels, including the expeditions of Sir George Grey, Eyre, Stokes, 
Sturt, etc., etc., as well as such scholarly produdtions as Lord Vernon’s 
Dante, were careful not to let publishing interfere with the special 
pursuit of the house—dealing in rare books. William Boone gained a 

ially high reputation as an expert, so much so that when Thomas 

udd, who had been buyer for the British Museum, died in 1849, 
William Boone was appointed his successor. One of the most 
transactions he carried through was the sale to the British Museum 
in 1852 of a collection of choice manuscripts, which included that 
most exquisite Book of Hours commonly styled the Bedford Missal. 
This, of course, is not to be confused with the other superb manuscript, 
the Psalter and Book of Hours, also executed for John, Duke of 
Bedford, which was acquired by the British Museum two years ago ; 
these two great treasures from this prince’s library, each so supreme 
in their different Styles of art, after having been parted for almost 
soo years, have happily been brought at last in the National 
Colleé&ion. 


One of Boone’s clients was Henry Bradshaw, the distingui 
bibliographer and librarian of Cambridge University. In Bradshaw's 
note-books, Prothero informs us in his Memoir of him, “ one comes 
on scraps of conversation . . . with his old friend Mr. Boone, the 
boo. , who bought for him at many important sales, but was so 
deaf that conversation with him was inconvenient.” Of Boone in 
the auction room it is recorded that at Sotheby’s he would sit imme- 
diately under the auctioneer (Mr. Wilkinson) and record his bids 
by tapping the latter’s boot. 

illiam Boone died in 1869, and three years afterwards his 
brother and nephew sold the business to Freperick STARTRIDGE 
Exuts, who then removed to Bond Street from King Street, Covent 
Garden, and took into partnership Davin Wuire. When Ellis 
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ECONOMY & EFFICIENCY 


“ My appreciation of Libraco Card Cabinets is very genuine.” —R. J. GORDON. 


The testimony of Librarians of the larger town libraries to the 
efficiency of the Libraco Card Cabinet endorses the opinion that 
it is an economical a buy Libraco Cabinets, because 
they are the very best means or displaying the Card Catalogue, 
which is the KEY to the Library. 


CROYDON Library—a great user of the Card Catalogue—has just placed 
an order for Cabinets of 90 Inclined Drawers, in order to meet extension work 
in the Lending and Reference Departments. 


NEWPORT Library has ordered Cabinets of the ‘‘INCLINED” Drawer 
Type, each drawer being covered by plate glass. 


WARWICK, with a population of about 13,000, recently remodelled 
“ INCLINED ” wer type, ing that the appli are not 
restricted to the larger libraries 

DARLINGTON, for its large extension to the Central Library, has ordered 
four blocks of Libraco Cabinets containing 144 drawers. 


JOHANNESBURG. The University Library of the Witwatersrand has 
also placed an order for the Libraco Card Cabinet. 


The “INCLINED” DRAWER IMPROVEMENT adds 
another unique feature to the Libraco Card Cabinets. Imitations 
of Libraco Card Cabinets may be offered at cut prices, but they are 
crude and clumsy compared to the superb workmanship of the 
Libraco Cabinet. The perfect craftsmanship of the Libraco 
Cabinet is the result of long experience in manufacture and design. 


ECONOMY PRICES. 


The Libraco Oak Card Cabinet with INCLINED sideless pattern drawers, 
fitted with gravity catch round rods, screw-action back struts, automatic 
poy fhe met aap and combined label holders and pulls, can be supplied 

the following prices packed and carriage paid. 


4 Drawer Cabinet & 0 0 15 Drawer Cabinet £13 10 0 
» £10 0 » £1715 0 
o » £5110 0 


Leg Bases from £1 17 6 to £3 18 6 extra. 


LIBRACO LIMITED 
62 CANNON ST., LONDON, E.C4 
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came into Bond Street in 1872 he was already well known as a book- 
seller; he is best remembered now as the friend of William Morris, 
D. G. Rossetti, Ruskin, Tennyson, Burne-Jones and other 
ViGorian figures; also he published both Morris and Rossetti’s 
Poems, and might, if he had wished, been Swinburne’s publisher 
also. It must not be forgotten, though, that great as was the part 
he wi in literary and artistic circles, he was above all an accom- 
= ed bookseller. Receiving his early training in the shop of 
ward Lumley, he may be said to have graduated under that cele- 
brated bookseller, C. J. Stewart, and when one looks over the notes 
Ellis appended to many items of his catalogues, one realises how 
great was his first-hand knowledge of books, for there were then 
comparatively few bibliographical tools to which he could refer. 
The monographs that he wrote on the Pembroke Book of Hours (1880) 
and the Hours of Albert of Brandenburg (1883), his Descriptive Catalogue 
of a Collection of Drawings and Etchings by Charles Meryon (1880) and the 
Catalogue of the Library of Henry Huth, 5 vols. (1880-4) are his chief 
writings whilst in business in New Bond Street ; his She//ey Concordance, 
the editing of the Kelmscott Chaucer, and other works from the 
Kelmscott Press, were fruit of his years of retirement. Like his 
redecessor, Robson, he gained a niche in the Dictionary of National 
ography ; indeed if he had done nothing else in his life but inspire 
in William Morris his own love of the Book Beautiful he would 
have deserved that reward. 

When he retired in 1885 he left as his successor his nephew, 
Grizert Iroip Ex.ts, who had a difficult task in following so illus- 
trious an uncle; he had the misfortune, moreover, to lose his first 

rtner, James PeRrRAM ScruTTON, who died very suddenly in 1886. 

ter on he was joined by Rosert Vicror Etvey, who was associated 
with him for ten years, retiring from a@tive participation in the business 
in 1897. After Scrutton’s death, and before Mr. Elvey entered the 
business, Gilbert Ellis found that he was unable to cope single- 
handed with the work before him, but had the good fortune to meet 
with James JosepH HoitpswortH, who brought to his assistance 
the requisite knowledge and ability for the tasks with which they 
had to deal. Mr. Holdsworth was largely responsible for the com- 
pilation of the catalogue of the Library of Sir Thomas Brooke, which 
was privately printed at this time. Although Gilbert Ellis died at 
the comparatively early age of 43 (in 1902) he had acquired an acknow- 
ledged reputation as a distinguished judge of choice books. He had 
continued the business after Mr. Elvey’s retirement without a partner, 
but with Mr. Holdsworth’s assistance. The latter, after Gilbert’s 
death, invited the weg writer to join him in taking over the business. 
Although I had been engaged in a librarian’s career for nearly 10 
years, the opportunity of returning to the old bookshop where, 
on Frederick Ellis’s advice, | had served my apprenticeship, could 
not be resisted. The name of Ellis was and is retained by us as the 
title of the firm (in memory of Frederick and Gilbert Ellis). In the 
intervening years it has been the congtant aim to preserve the traditions 
and atmosphere of the old establishment, while at the same time 
keeping in touch with the modern trend of book-colle&ting. From 
the times of F. S. Ellis, roughly the last sixty years, the dispersal of 
important private libraries in this country has been on a greater 
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BOOKSELLER and STATIONERS 
a the Sings arms Bond treet, 

Mis he Wiles; 
SELLS Books in all Languages,Variety of | 
Novels, Plays éc. 
alt Sorts Mationary Wires Stampl- 
Taper, bond, lara Shope & Socket Bootes be: 
andihelatl. 
Likewife neatly Binds Books inall Sorts of Binding.’ 
Money for anydibvary or Lurcel of books. 

The Trade Card of John Brindley founder in 1728 of the old bookshop 
29, New Bond Street, London (now Messrs. Ellis). 

scale than in the preceding periods ; their dispersal has synchronised 
with the great development of the library movement in this country 
and the United States. It has been a good thing for scholarship 
that a very considerable portion of the libraries so scattered has 
passed into the public and university libraries of this and other 
countries. Though so many fields have been harvested, there is still 
room for gleaners in those very fields. For instance, it was a par- 
ticular pleasure to Mr. Holdsworth when he identified a beautiful 
Manuscript Antiphoner which we acquired in the Huth Sale, as having 
originally belonged to Ranworth Church in Norfolk, and it was still 
more gratifying when as a result of a public subscription it was 


restored to that church. The discovery in 1912 of the hitherto 
unknown Earliest English Newspapers (1620-1), and in 1928 of the 
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unsuspected First Illustrated Book printed in the City of London 
[1484] are amongst my most pleasant recollections. 

As from 1925 Mr. Holdsworth gradually took less ative part 
in the business, but postponed his retirement to 1929, in order to 
allow time for Mr. FRANK BENGER, who has been with the firm since 
1921, to join me in partnership, and the business has since been 
continued by myself and Mr. Benger, who had collaborated with me 
in preparing a memorial volume commemorating the bi-centenary 
of the founding of the business, which was published in 1928. As 
we have said of this shop in the conclusion of that book, “ It is still 
possible to-day to open the front door, leaving behind in the crowded 
Street the noise and haste of the twentieth century, and enter a shop 
as quiet and undisturbed as it was in the days when Mr. Brindley 
or Mr. Robson brought forth their greatest treasures to tempt the 
booklovers of a bygone age.” 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

How this classical warfare between the young and the less young 
drags on, to be sure! The Peloponnesian War was a trifle by com- 
parison. My first real introduction to the Library World, several 
years ago, was the sight of about five pages of first-class invedctive 
hurled indiscriminately by both young and old, with the middle-aged 
swearing softly at both. It was capital fun, and in later years I have 
been delighted at being able to take a hand myself occasionally. 
When several Letters on Our Affairs go past without some frown 
from the elders or flippancy from the youngsters, notice with what 
cunning the Editor will drop a brickbat and start the whole con- 
troversy over again. However, it makes excellent copy, and I see 
that this month the Library Assiftant itself has swallowed the bait. 
No half measures about the Assiffant : we do not appear under or 
write over or even lurk behind pseudonyms, but we 


BEHIND THEM. 

Not only do we skulk, we “ find it necessary” to skulk. This, 
coupled with the inevitable reference to the anonymity of the Editor, 
gives the whole thing a delightfully sinister atmosphere. 

Seriously, though, I think your view of the Assiffant is a very 
limited one if, in fact, you do regard it as merely a stamping ground. 
Surely it is much more than that, and except for the Architectural 
Review I don’t know of any more live professional journal. Not 
only are its contributors knowledgable but their knowledge is charged 
with wit and a freshness of outlook, which make it easy to assimilate. 
I have heard from authoritative sources that in America the appear- 
ance of the Assistant is anticipated every month with as much eagerness 
as itis here. Long may it continue to beguile us. 

Blood does not now run as high on matters of library technique 
as in past years, else I wonder how many crowns would be cracked 
over the controversy between the library Woolworths, as you rather 
contemptuously call them, and the more academic thinkers. When 
wili some bold barbarian from the North assert roundly that he does 
not believe in shelves ?. When will a public librarian of vast experience 
and repute tell librarians and councillors in solemn conference assem- 
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Brit. Medical Assoc. 
Cambridge University 
Durham University . 
Hendon Library 
Leicester Library 

Nat. Library of Wales 
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= SHELVING 


This drawing shows 
the design of the 
Slotted Upright type 
of Roneo Library 
Shelving. The shelves 
slide into slots in 
the uprights giving 
adjustability on 1” 
centres. There are 
no sharp corners nor 
rough edges and 
surfaces to harm the 
books in any way. 


Roneo Steel: Library Shelving solves two of the 
most serious problems in Library equipment, 
namely, risk of fire and economy of space. Books in 
themselves do not burn readily, but a blaze arising 
from, and fed by, wooden equipment will soon 
destroy them. Steel Shelving increases the book 
capacity of the stack room by a considerable 
percentage. 

The Roneo Company was the first in England to 
manufacture Steel Library Equipment on a large 
scale, and to-day holds premier position, having at 
Romford, Essex, the largest factory of its kind, 
especially equipped for the manufacture of such 
work. 


STEEL LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 


RONEO LTD., ART METAL EQUIPMENT DEPT. 


5-11 HOLBORN, LONDON, E.C.1 


Phone Holborn 7622 © 
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bled that we waste much energy which could better be directed into 
other channels in devising public amenities which only about twenty 
per cent. of the public (to put a high figure) appreciate? When 
will some temerarious examinee blow up in a terrific burst of 
originality and before disappearing altogether into the outer 
atmosphere proclaim his utter abhorrence of the classified cata- 
logue ? These things may not come to pass in quite these ways, but 
isn’t it a fa& that eighty per cent. of the borrowers in every average 
library come for a book, not a particular book, and that it matters 
not a jot to them whether there is a classified or dictionary catalogue or 


No CATALOGUE AT ALL ? 

I think we all know at heart that the di€tionary form of catalogue 
is the only kind that really appeals to the public in general, and that 
our catalogues would be better used if we had the courage and energy 
to scrap classified card-catalogues and substitute either the dictionary 
catalogue proper or the author-cum-alphabetical-subje& system, 
in sheaf form. The best of classified card-catalogues is a machine so 
unfamiliar in form (in spite of a decade or more of lessons to children 
in its use!) that the average reader will not tackle it. Is it not a for- 
midable commentary on its difficulties for the ordinary person that 
in the Cleveland Central Library the catalogue is manned continuously 
by two assistants to expound its use ? It is a Student’s tool, and students 
form so inconsiderable a proportion of our clientéle that I don’t think 
we are justified in using it. An alphabetical subjeét-arrangement of 
books on the shelves is certainly another matter, but if we combine 
a di€tionary-catalogue with a standard classification scheme for the 
shelves, we are serving general reader and student equally well. 
Then suppose we take off even a quarter of the stock for special 
display purposes, the general reader finds a range of selection pre- 
sented in a singularly attractive way and the student, who will either 
seek out what he wants or ask for it, is no worse off. This will not 
come upon us as a sharp and protracted battle of principles, but it is 
making perceptible headway year by year. I wonder what Amel-Anu, 
from his dim haunts in Babylon (was it Babylon ?) thinks about it ? 

HERACLITUs. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
Lerrers ON Our Arrarrs.”—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor p.] 


Library Association Summer School 


Tue third annual Summer School of Librarianship, arranged by the 
Library Association in co-operation with the University of Birm- 
ingham and the Birmingham Public Libraries Committee, will be 
held in Birmingham from August 22nd to September 3rd. 1932. 
Students will reside at Chancellor’s Hall (a University Hall of 
Residence), Edgbaston, Birmingham. Charges for board residence 
will be: £5 8s. for the period of the School ; £3 3s. for one week ; 
10s. 6d. per day. The fee for instruction will be: 15s. for the fort- 
night period ; 10s. for a period of one week; 2s. for day courses. 
It is expected that railway tickets at a fare and a third for the double 
journey will be available for students attending the School. 
Enquiries should be addressed :—Honorary Secretary, Library 
Association Summer School, Reference Library, Birmingham, 
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Those Thin Paper Novels. 


As a result of our note in last month’s issue as to the advisability of 
including thin paper novels in library stocks we have received 
many interesting opinions from our readers. It will be remembered 
that our note dealt with a novel departure of the firm of Messrs. 
Ernest Benn, who have placed on the market a series of interesting 
stories at 7s. 6d., known as Benn’s Thin Paper Novels. So interesting 
were the replies to our query that we have selected a few at random 
for publication :— 

“‘Admirable idea if the paper is good enough.” 

“‘ Dashed good idea.” 

“ Useful from our point of view, but we have to study the 
psychology of the reader.” 

Basily taken away by readers.” 

“ Quite good but I prefer standard editions.” 

These opinions were expressed by librarians who all think 
that, providing the book is produced in such a way as will enable it 
to Stand the wear and tear it is likely to be subjeéted to, the idea is 
going a long way to solve the storage problem which is so serious a 
proposition to-day. 

The volume we have examined is the latest of the series and is a 
detective Story, ‘“‘ Which of Them?” written by Peter Black. The 
produétion is good and the paper is of excellent quality. 

Other opinions from readers outside the profession were equally 
interesting. 

The manager of a circulating library wrote: “A book is always 
a book.” 

An enthusiastic dete&tive Story reader said: “ Does not look 

much for the money, but I should read it just the same.” 


Personal News. 


Mr. E. Austin Hinton, B.A., F.L.A., Librarian of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has been appointed 
City Librarian of Coventry. Mr. Hinton has been secretary of the 
Northern Counties Regional Bureau. It will be remembered that 
his predecessor, Mr. Nowell, was chairman of the Midland Counties 
Regional Bureau. 

Lt.-Col. Mitchell, M.C., C.B.E., M.A., Secretary of the United 
Kingdom Trust and President of the Library Association, was the 
guest of honour at the annual dinner of Montrose Burns Club, 
presided over by Mr. James Christison, J.P., F.S.A.(Scot.), President 
of the Club. The dinner was largely attended, and Colonel Mitchell’s 
address was one of the best given at any of the celebrations held in 
Montrose. 

Tue boys and girls using the Chorlton and Ardwick Children’s 
Library have presented Mr. Jast with a souvenir volume of sketches, 
quotations and original letters expressing their gratitude to him for 
his work for them. In it are included one or two letters from adults, 
one of which begins: “It is with the greatest appreciation that I 
write these few lines to you in thanks for one of the most wonderful 
schemes of the present day.” Another assures Mr. Jast that if he is 
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going to work as hard as he did in the Young People’s Room he 
would do very well. It is a capital and touching tribute. 

Mr. E. E. Skuce, Borough Librarian of Oxford, is to receive 
the honorary degree of M.A. for his work as librarian. This is a 
graceful tribute to one who has completely modernized the libraries 
of the city and has extended their influence greatly. The Libraries 
Committee has just issued a well-written and printed survey of the 
organization of its library system which shows a total issue of 496,660 
to a population of 80,540 at a cost of £5,375, figures which should 
reassure the most ardent “ economist.” 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tue Lrsrary Wor p would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries for 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the first day of each month.) 


Brighton 

Arrangements have now been made to open during April next 
a new Branch Depot at Patcham similar to those already existing 
at Rottingdean ial Moulsecoomb. Since the Brighton Corporation 
increased their area in 1928 the Patcham distri has been served for 
Library purposes by the East Sussex County Library Committee, 
to whom payment for the service has been made by the Brighton 
Corporation. The Brighton Education Committee have given 
facilities for the depot to be housed in the Patcham Schoolroom. 

Some time ago the Brighton Corporation appointed a sub-com- 
mittee, consisting of four co-opted members of the Museum Sub-Com- 
mittee, the Director, Deputy-Director and the Curator, and recently an 
Alderman of the Borough, to which were to be referred all future subjects 
relating to the archxological amenities of the town. This committee 
have met on several occasions, and on their recommendation the 
Council have decided to endeavour to acquire the ancient Dovecote 
at Patcham. 


Cambridge 
The new Cambridge Public Library journal is full of items of 
interest. Mr. Arthur B. Gray’s “ Dickens in Exeter ” must be noted. 


Chesterfield 


An interesting list of maps of Derbyshire and Chesterfield is 
given in the Bookshelf for January. The annotations given in this 
bulletin are useful and to the point. 


Ipswich 

In the January Ipswich Library Journal is an article by Mr. 
J. H. Pafford, M.A., P.L.A., of the National Central Library, on 
Bale’s ‘‘ King John,” the new publication of the Malone Society, 
and an item of Suffolk interest. The programmes of the Library 
Players, the Library Singers and the general lectures are given as 
usual, 
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Kettering 

Miss K. Pierce recently delivered an address before the Kettering 
Rotary Club on the Public Library Movement. Miss Pierce is the 
first woman to address a Rotary Club. 


Leeds 

Leeds have just published two very interesting short lists, the 
first is “ 50 Interesting Books of 1931,” a catholic seleGtion. The 
second on French Painting gives about forty titles, a later work not 
given is Clutton-Brock French Painting. 


Leyton 

The Public Libraries Committee has just issued two handy little 
booklets dealing with the Public Library Service of the borough, 
a very enterprising piece of work which cannot fail to do good. 


Preston 

A very interesting Exhibition of Modern Books and Fine Printing, 
with examples of the work of modern private presses, was held from 
February 24th—March goth, in the Harris Public Library. 

The Exhibition was arranged by the Libraries Committee in 
conjunétion with the Preston Scientific Society. It was opened by 
Mr. John Marsden, the chairman of the governors of John 
Rylands Library, and was extremely well attended throughout the 
whole of the period opened. 


Willesden 

The Quarterly Record and Guide for Readers of the Willesden Public 
Libraries is an excellent pennyworth, extending to 44 pages, and 
should prove of great value. 


Library Reports 

KerrerinG Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.—35th Annual 
Report. Librarian, Miss Kate E. Pierce, F.L.A. Population, 
31,220. Rate, 2.26d. Income from Rate, £1,554. Total stock, 
18,474. Additions, 665. Issues: Lending, 121,352; Children, 
36,174; Reference, 8,159. Borrowers, 5,465; extra tickets, 787. 

Good progress in all departments is reported. The total book circulation 
reached a higher figure than ever before, and was 5,570 more than in the previous 
year. The Children’s Corner continues to be very popular, and was responsible 
for a good percentage of the increased issues. A scheme for providing the local 
hospital with books was inaugurated during the year, and has proved a great boon 
to the inmates. The work of distributing the books there is undertaken by 
voluntary workers. Both the Museum and the Art Gallery continued to be useful 
and attractive. 

Lutron Public Libraries—Librarian’s Report, 1931. Librarian, 
Maud E. Griffiths. Population, 68,000. Stock: Lending, 27,029 ; 
Reference, 3,236. Additions, 1,381. Issues: Lending, 156,542 ; 
Juvenile, 57,879 ; Reference, 17,978 ; Branch, 35,328. Borrowers, 
23,691. 

Once again the Librarian is able to report pap Bene of the aétivities 
of the Library. The record total of books issued in the previous year was — 
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14,000. The work in the Young People’s Library suffers greatly through lack of 
accommodation, many intending borrowers having at times to return home without 
books owing to the crowded condition of the room. The progress of the Branch 
library has been so rapid that it is found necessary to extend he hours of opening. 


Srocxport Public Libraries and Museum.—Annual Report, 1930- 
1931. Borough Librarian, Richard Hargreaves, F.L.A. Population, 
123,315. Rate, 2.26d. Income from Rate, £6,324. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 63,944; Reference, 16,313. Additions, 8,290. Withdrawals, 
3,972. Issues: Lending, 464,273; Reference, 39,222; School 
Libraries, 113,500. Borrowers, 30,278. 

For the fifth successive year the Report shows the total circulation of books 
to be the highest yet recorded. Last year’s figures were nearly 72,000 above those 
of the preceding year, and brings the total for the 28 years the Library has been 
in existence to over six-and-a-half millions. new department was installed at 
the Central Library for the repair and reinforcement of lending library books. 
Close on 23,000 volumes were repaired in this way. Visitors to the Museum 
totalled 61,783. 

WATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH Public Libraries and Museum.—Report 
for 33rd year. Librarian, Kate Fearnside. Population, 31,180. 
Rate, 2.3d. Income from Rate, £1,920. Stock: Lending, 16,142 ; 
Reference, 1,754; Additions, 1,866. Withdrawals, 1,317. Issues : 
Lending, 135,789 ; Children, 32,065 ; Reference, 2,932. Borrowers, 
§.937; extra tickets, 1,204. 

It is reported that the present industrial depression has not affeéted the issues 
to asi noticeable extent, but that the better supply of new books is mainly res- 

le for the growth of the circulation. The issues were 18,300 above those of 

St year, a greater increase than in any one year hitherto. The accommodation at 

the Carnegie Library and at the Seaforth branch is strained to the utmost at times, 
and the need for extension, or a further building, is very urgent. A book-purchase 

-_ of £450, spread over three years,was gratefully accepted from the Carnegie 

rustees. 


The Library Association 


SECTION I.—ENGLISH LITERARY HISTORY. 


Commencing with the May, 1933, Examinations, the Special period for the English Litera 
History Examination (Final Part 1) will be 1785-1830. ” - 


MAY, 1932. EXAMINATIONS. 


Applications for the pm Examinations must be made on the official form and sent to the 
Secretary of 4 Library Association not later than March 3lst, after which date no applications 
accept 


Examinations, December, 1931 
SECTION i.—LITERARY HISTORY. 
125 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits 1, Passes 55. 


MERIT.—Ellis, Miss C. J., Gloucester County Library. 


PASSES.—Ashworth, Miss M. S., Warwick County Library; Atkinson, Miss E., Hastings * 

Batty, E. A., Charlton; Boone, F., Leigh; Brown, H. S., Birkenhead School; Browning, E. F. 
Fulham ; Caistor, H. é., Exeter; Carver, Miss M. B., Birmingham; Cullum, H. C., Bolton; 
D’Arcy, x F., Du blin ; Davis, Miss E. J., Glasgow ; Egans, Miss H. B., Dumfries; Frost, Miss 
H., Staly bridge ; Furness, Miss N., Middlesbrough ; Golightly, Miss H. M., Hardcastle, Miss L., 
Sheffield : Harris, a Bristol ‘ Holden, A., Bolton; Hollier, Miss E. B., Birmingham ; Howarth 
H. H., Scarborough; Inskip, K. W., Hounslow; Jenkins, A. H., Salisbury; Jenkins, S. E., 
Paddington ; Johnson, Miss G., Camberwell; Jones, Miss M. B., Cardiff; Jope, Miss J., Glasgow ; 
oselin, Miss W. M., Birmingham; Large, Miss E. C., Sheffield; Leighton, G. F., Radcliffe ; 
eyland, E. A., Walthamstow ; —~ ~y Miss S. 'E., Bolton; MacKa ay, H., Edinburgh ; 
McKinnon, J., Bethnal Green ; Munro, , Inverness ; Nealon, Miss M. N., "Cheltenham ; 
Palmer, Miss J. H., Petersfield ; Plumbe, W. J., Biewchley Ready, W. B. P., Cardiff ; Reynolds, 
Miss E., Lincoln; Richardson, Miss E. A., Newcastle-on- -Tyne ; Rooksby, Miss E. D., Cardiff ; 
Rorke, B. Lambeth ; Roxburgh, Miss K. ys Newcastle-on- -Tyne ; 

Ryding, Miss E. s., Sheffield ; Torryburn ; Smith, J. R., 

Stazicker, Miss , Preston ; Tilly, Miss R., 
G atkins, Miss M. S , Cardiff ; Wenman, Miss I. A 
Wigley, Miss O. R., ” Ipswich. 


Bi 
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SECTION II.—BIBLIOGRAPRHY. 
Honours none, Merits 3, Passes 44. 
ITS.—Dolman, G. J., Birmingham; Hill, Miss I., Stretford; White, Miss M. K., 
hnic Library. 


; Bromwell, Miss G. N., Bi ham ; 

., Leeds ; F. B., Bi 3 
. G., Li Miss M. L., 
;_Gray, H. G., Stepney ; Miss M. 

Halifax ; . E. Leeds ; Higenbottam, F 
Hobbs, BE. Bue : i , Southampton ; Johnson, Miss K., Bradford : 
Lee, Miss B. 1, Bolton ; Luke, E. R., Aberystwyth McDonald, F., Cardiff; Mason, "Miss M. E., 
——— ry! Mealor, a5 , Darwen ; Miller, Miss E., Huddersfield ; Owen, Miss M. W., Aber- 
Pearson, Biminghen Pearson, Miss E. L., Scotswood-on- -Tyne ; Pilcher, 
ae he Portsmouth : Redmond, Mise Wicklow County Library ; Riley, E. C., Leeds ; Robins, 
Mise E. E., Bournemouth ; Rosser , Miss D. N. Birkenhead ; ‘Shortie, W., Plymouth ; Tait, 


Thomson, ‘Miss Tedd, Miss E. M 
i -on-Sea ; White, L she hittaker, L., ‘Manchester 
Wilkins, rf H., Bethnal Green. 


SECTION IIl.—PALAEOGRAPHY AND THE ARCHIVES SCIENCES. 
3 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 2. 
PASSES.—Marmony, C. F. A., Wellcome Historical Medical Museum ; Scotland, J., Torry- 


SECTION III.—CLASSIFICATION. 
177 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits 1, Passed 100. 
MERIT.—Coote, Miss C. M., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
PASSES.—Abbott, > J. Miss M. Aitken, Miss F. 


any” E. M., 
West Riding County 
h, G. E., Manor Park ; Borthwic 

Leicester ; Bromiey, J. F.,  Guildha’ ll Library; Broomhead, E roug 

Bi m; Brown, Miss K. B., N. B., ” Sheffield ; Bull, Miss M. 

Rugby ; Carley, D. C., Belfast ; Chandler, Wolverhampton ; Codlin, R. Watford ; 

Cook, Miss W. F. M., Brentford : Coxon, Miss Newcastle-on- s. A., Brad- 

ford; Craze, Miss P, Cardiff ; Dent. Dickinson. Newcastle-on- 

Tyne ; Dunnett, J. W., Edinburgh ; Eddy, Miss M., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; * 2D. Miss G. E., 
ham; Fleming, J. J., Belfast; Flinn, Miss K. G., Hounslow; Fraser, J., Glasgow ; 

Freshwater, Miss P., Birmingham ; Gardner, Miss A., Preston ; > 


; Human, 

efferies, Miss é. H., Malvern ; eighties, Miss G. E., 

King, Miss P. G., Ashford ; Kaowles, Miss C., Glasgow ; Lines, ‘Miss Slington ; it 
Miss L., Newcastle-on- Tyne ; Long, M 
H., Macdonald, Miss A. N., McDo 

MacNevin, Miss M., Navan ; Marks, * 4 Watford ; Martin, he 
Manchester ; Mason, FP. Wolverhampton ; Mayes yh Je Watford ; Meek, L. H., Paddington ; 
Mercbant, Miss R. E., . Welwyn Garden city ; : A. R., Glasgow ; Norman, R., Cardiff ; 
Osborn, é. F., Parish, C., Birmingham ; Parrott, Miss F. P., Bath ; Parry, Miss D. E., Cheltenham: 
Pattenden, Miss M. E. , Hastings ; Pears, Miss M., Pitt, Miss D. +. Birmingham ; Purcell, Miss 
E. O., Cardiff ; Randall, Miss D., Birmingha m ; nd, Miss B., Count Library, Wicklow ; 
Riley, L. K. , Manchester ; Robertson, Miss C., Glasgow ; Robinson, s. , Sowerby Bridge ; Sharkey, 
Miss K. M., ” Lowestoft ; Sharpe, Miss D. C., West Sussex County Library ; Skilling, Miss E., 
Belfast ; Smith, B. H., Ipsweh ; Southerden, Miss | M.G. H., ~~ = Strathdee, R. M., Mid- 
lothian ‘County Library ; Sutherland, Miss T , Glasgow allamy, H. S. ; Thirsk 
Miss B. M., Birmingham ; Thomas, J. E’, Cardiff’ Thompson, Miss D., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Till, Miss E. M., Ipswich ; Whatley, H. i ip White, Mise D. H., Wood, Miss A. J., Birmingham ; 
Woods, Miss E., Accrington; Yarker, F. B., Croydon ; Yates, F., Bolton. 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 
190 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 64. 


PASSES.—Alston, L., Bolton; Ardern, L. L., Manchester ; Miss E., 
Atkin, S., Sheffield; Boden, Miss E., Derb County Library ; Bramley, ‘iiss 
Broome, W.F , Brixton Oval ; Brown, Miss A. W., Hewenntie’ Chandler, H. J. Seoaibems ton 
Corry, Miss % Reading ; ‘Coxon, Mose H., Newcastle-on-T yne; Crook, L., Cardiff ; 
, Bournemo: outh ; Desallioud, Miss I. , Cardiff ; Docherty, Miss 'L. B., G OW ; 
fiss C. C. M., Hove; Du , Miss I. G., oe, Edwards, Miss C., Leek ; Ellam, Miss . M., 
Leeds ; Ewing, Miss C. A., lasgow ; Fulford, Miss J. M., Hendon ; Griffiths, a E., — 
ingham ; Halliday, D. H., Newcastle-on- Tyne; Hamilton, Miss E. H., Glasg' dors. 4 
Blackburn ; Hartill, Miss C. Z., Birmingham; Heather, Miss L. J., Richmond 
Bolton ; Inglis, Miss V. M. , Glasgow ; Jahn, Miss E. M., Lincoln ; Jeffery, Miss S. H. 
Kitchen, W Hull; Lace, Manchester ; Ladds, E. F., Cambridge County 
D. S., Glasgow ; Makepeace, Mise B. , Ipswich Mason, F., Wolverhampton ; ewrin 
Willesden : Musgrave, C. Yeni Nevard, Miss B. F, Lam : Miss M. 
Peart, Miss O. ; Renfrew 


M. County Library ; Whitehead, 
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Smith, F. W., Portsmouth ; Smith, Miss R., Bradford; Stewart, Miss C. E., Glasgow; Stewart, 
- H., Edinburgh ; Swinton, Miss E. M., Dunfermline; Tennent, S. H., Edinburgh; Thirsk, 
: iss B. M., Birmingham ; Tree, Miss V. E., St. Marylebone ; Trower, G. E., East Sussex County i 
Library; Walker, N., S ; Webster, Miss J. B., ' 
Edinburgh . Westhead, T. Miss I. M., Birmingham. 


ham ; Sayers, Miss J 
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SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION. 
125 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits 1, Passed™40. 
MERITS.—Mundy, Miss C. M. L., Bath. 
Miss P. M., Derby Library ; M., ester 


w. Roya College of Cc. W. 
M., Bath; Davies, Miss M., "County Library 
. J., Birmingham ; Dunderdale, P., Preston ; Elliott, Miss G. F. "Cane 
British Museum ; Galt, W., Birkenhead ; Gavin, Miss E. A., Coventry ; German, J. 
i i Southall ; Heali i . J., Hove; H 
Stockport ; Illingworth, iff ; i 
, Cardiff ; Kennedy, D., Glasgow ; 


Kiimarnock Lendrem, Miss West Riding 
McDonald, F., Cardiff ; "Rea Miss EB. 


likley Smith, C. S. Ipswich ; 
Miss E. M., Salford; Trower, G. E., East Sussex County Library ; 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
189 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits 1, Passes 92. 


MERIT.—Roberts, A. D., Birmingham. 
= —Adams, Miss B. D., Worthing ; 


Bishop, W. of Physicians H. V. A. 
Rugby ; Ceichpole, Miss E. L., Ca -M., Aberys' 


, Aberystwyth 


Middlesex County Library ; 
, Manchester ; Owen, Miss G. if aber: 


- Powell, 
County Libra 
i Croy don ; Scatterg Miss F., 
land ; Shaw, J. W., Miss G.'R., Birmingham ; S 
ue, Miss R. M, Pontypridd ; Sykes, Miss A., Ilkley ; Taylor, iss M., pity Thelwell, 
. M., Coventry ; Tomlinson, N., Gains! ainsborough : ‘Trayford, A. ‘Paddington ; Trevitt, 


H., Grimsby ; Tromiow, Miss D, Trower, G. E., Bast Sussex County Li 
Turnes, Miss A., Sunderland ; Walker Birmingham ; field; W: 
Miss J. M., Stretford ; Wethinn, Cardif' Croydon ; Westhead. M., 


Leicester County White M., We East Sussex County 


Dublin ; 


Woods, Miss ; Widnes ; Wright, Miss M. G 


FRENCH LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 
ll yy - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 6. 


M., Wolverhampton; Bluck, Miss D. E., Bolton ; Carberry, 
A. S., Kent County Library ; Reeves, Miss C., 


GERMAN LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 


5 Candidates sat - Honours 1, Merit 1, Pass 1. 


MERIT Beattion Mis i Derbyshire County Library. 
—Beat ty 
PASS.—Thompson, A. , Bolton. 


IRISH LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 
1 Candidate sat - Pass 1. 
PASS.—Carberry, E., Dublin. 
ITALIAN LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 
2 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Pass 1. 

PASSES.—Riches, Miss P. M., St. Marylebone. 

LATIN LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 

10 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 2. 

PASSES.—Stokes, Miss E., Worthing; Webster, Miss J., Rochdale. 


SPANISH LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 
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Bilton, 
wdiler, 
: d, Miss 
iff; Dolman, 
B. N. P., 
H. L., York ; 
les, Miss E. N., 
, H., Bolton ; 
, Miss J. B., 
C. A., Man- 
; Pritchard, F. C., Exeter ; 
S. M. T., Birmingham ; Todd, 
Wilson, Miss M., Islington. 
Alcott, Miss H. G., Brighton; Arthur, Miss E. V. 
Folk brary ; Barber, Miss A., Sheffield ; Barnes, R. B., 
Birch, Miss K. A., Romford ; 
Dagenham; Bull, Miss M. L., 
wyth ; Christopher, H. G. T., 
‘ R. L. W., Hendon; Cooker, 
ossley, Miss P. M., Derbyshire 
unty Library; Cunningham, Miss | , punderiand; Farrar, W., Leeds; ae Miss 
M. } Glasgow j Gibson, W. E., Chiswick; Haddleton, Miss I. L., ~~ allett, Miss 
A. E., Bath ; yy FA L., London School of Economics; Harrison, P., Hull; Hawkins, 
E.R. J, Croydon; Heale, Miss H. M., Cardiff; Henderson, Miss S. L., Liverpool; Hewitt, 
Miss M. C., mn; Heywood, Miss B., Manchester; Heywood, Miss F. J. heme ig 
Hippisley, Miss E., Lincolnshire County Library; Holt, Miss P., Rossendale ; Howkins, q « 
Camden Town ; Hunt, Miss J., Bro ingdon, W. J., 
Wimbledon ; Lewis, Miss A. G., Cardi K. i Bromley ; 
Liewellyn, Miss G. M., Cardiff ; St. Marylebone ; 
McBratney, Miss N. G., McCullock, verpool; Make- 
. Miss B. M., Marl, .. Wallasey ; M 
. M. A., Croydon ; Mawdsley, Miss W. M., Great Crosby 
Needham, Miss M. M., Chesterfield; O’Connor, Miss M 
2 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merit 1, Passes 1. 
MERIT.—Exley, Miss E. M. St. Marylebone. 
PASS.—Summerfield, J. V., 
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Book-Sele&tion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Tue ENGuisH CaTaLoGue oF Booxs For 1931. Giving in one 
alphabet, under author and title, the size, price, month of publica- 
tion and publisher of Books Issued in the United Kingdom. 
Edited by James D. Stewart. 8vo, cloth, pp. 396. London, 
Publishers’ Circular, 1932. 15s. net. 

Our old friend, the English Catalogue, although ninety-five years have passed 
come i» GS even, S ing well and strong, and under the able editorship 
of Mr. James D. Stewart ily improves in style and method. The total number 

of 1930 of 705. e wonder whether these annual totals have ever been 

to te number of publications since the commencement of 

the work. In addition to the general alp there is the usual Appendix of the 
blications of Learned Societies, Printing Clubs, e#¢., which is of considerable use. 
'e rather wonder, however, why the Science Museum and the Victoria and Albert 
Museum do not here, when the works issued by the British Museum and the 
useum do. The List of Publishers with their addresses and 

t than ever. We might 

added to the entries in a 


A CATALOGUE OF THE BrRMINGHAM COLLECTION, including Printed 
Books and Pamphlets, Manuscripts, Maps, Views, Portraits, etc. 
Supplement, 1918-1931. Compiled under the dire€tion of Herbert 
Maurice Cashmore. 4to, wrappers, pp. vii., 913. Birmingham 
Public Libraries Committee, 1931. 

The bulky Catalogue of the Local Colleétion issued by the Birmingham Libraries 
le now tary volume, nearly as 
additions to the ion during the years 1918-31. It is arranged on the same 

The Birmingham Local Colleétion has much more than a local interest. The 

great men in Birmingham’s past, such as Priestley, Baskerville and Boulton, belong 

not only to Birmingham but to the world, and to have the record of their biblio- 
gfeatest use to future workers in these fields. 

Srrecker (Edward A.) and Appet (Kenneth E.) Discovering Our- 
selves. A View of the Human Mind and How it Works. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xiii., 306. London, Chapman and Hall, 1932. 15s. net. 

A most interesting work on human psychology, written in clear non-technical 
language that is easily understood ; this book will undoubtedly appeal to all. 
Larrp (John) Hume’s Philosophy of Human Nature. cloth, 

. X., 312. London, Methuen, 1932. 12s. 6d. net. 
attempt to examine a great philosopher’s interpretation of the science of 


it wil be 


in all public 
Peppre (J. 
Lond 
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future list 
man. 
Emzic (Paul) The World Economic Crisis, 1929-1931. 8vo, cloth, 
m, Macmillan, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 
looms largely in the of the populace to-day. 
by the general public and should therefore be 
Taylor) The Crisis of the £. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 138. 
nm, Macmillan, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 
The author sets out to show that the present National Government, in order 
currency. set in a interesting manner, 
2 
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Lasxr (Harold J.) Studies in Law and Politics. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 300. London, Allen and Unwin, 1932. 10s. 6d. net. 
A collection of ys published the author during the last seven years, 
Mackenzie (Kenneth) The Banking Systems of Great Britain, France, 
Germany and the United States of America. 8Vvo, cloth, pp. xx., 
239. London, Macmillan, 1932. 3s. 6d. net. 
A descriptive work dealing with the banking systems of the world. It is of 
definite interest to all those who are interested in banking and finance and will 
be a great asset to the Student who is taking the Certificate of the Institute of 


Casson (Herbert N.) Organizing a Business for Profit. 8vo, cloth. 
ipP. 148. London, Efficiency Magazine, (1932). 5s. net. 
tbert Casson’s books are too well known to need any introduétion. This 
latest work of his gets straight down to bedrock faés. The arguments used are 
sound and devoid of frills. All who study business methods will undoubtedly 
appreciate this book. 

Second Edition. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 218. 
Pitman, 1932. 75. 6d. net. 

All those interested in the formation and management of private companies 
will be well vied t obtain of this work. or commercial 
seétion of our public libraries be without it. 

STEPHENSON (James) and Branton (Noel) Economics of Production 
and Exchange. An Introduction to Economic Theory. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. x., 474. London, Pitman, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 

One of Pitman’s very well-known “ Bedrock Series ” of Commercial Text 
Books. Written to assist both teacher and student of economics. 

Coreg (G. D. H.) British Trade and Industry. Past and Future. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xxiv., 466. London, Macmillan, 1932. 16s. net. 

This is a k of extreme importance and one that must of necessity be placed 
in the Library. 

The author gives an historical survey of British Overseas Trade from 1760 to 
date, with a full discussion of the economic prospeéts of Great Britain in relation 
to the world as a whole. It is a sequel to the author’s “‘ The Next Ten Years in 
British Social and Economic Policy.” 

SNoxELL (Harvey) Motor Boating. A Book for Owners, Prospective 
Owners, and all interested in the sport. Describing the various 
types of craft available, with notes o: ag and running costs, 
cruising grounds, clubs, etc. Illustrat 8vo, boards, pp. viii., 
143. London, Pitman, 1932. 2s. 6d. net. 

Motor boating in this country has found a permanent place in the hearts of 
almost everyone. It is themsfoee ftia tting that this sport should be represented on 
the shelves of our Library Services. This book is one that will be read by the 
novice and the experienced marine motorist ; both will enjoy it. 

Davenport (Fred.) Binding Crafts for the Senior School. With a 
Foreword by A. F. Collins. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 194. 
London, Pitman, 1932. 

Works on bookbinding and its kindred crafts are always welcome in our 
public libraries. This is no exception, and is a well-written and concise work. 
Although written for senior schools, it will undoubtedly appeal to the craftsman. 
Suaw (Bernard) Saint Joan and The Apple Cart. 8vo, cloth, pp. 

vi., 270. London, Constable, Standand Edition, 1932. 6s. net. 

Suaw (Bernard) Man and Superman. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxvii., 225. 
London, Constable, Standard Edition, 1932. 6s. - . 

Two volumes of an edition hich is in every satisfactory the point 
of view of produétion at a 7 
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EssaYs OF THE YEAR 1930-1931. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xix., 234. London, 
Press, 1931. met. 
A ion of Essays written by some of our foremost writers, amongst whom 
will be found J. C. Squire, St. John Iervine, Edmund Blunden, J. B. Martin, etc. 
Tayzor (H. E.) Wonders of the Earth’s Crust. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
A deli on Mineralogy Geology that will appeal to 
¢ folk as well as to the . It is written in a si and can be 
younse expert simple style 


Horr (Vance Joseph) Malibu. A Nature Story. Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 272. London, Chapman and Hall, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 

Lovers of wild animal and nature stories will welcome this book. 

The author is a well-known naturalist who writes from his own observations 
and Studies of animal life in the wilds. 

Inso (George Pratt) The Company of Scotland Trading to Africa 
and the Indies. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 343. London, 
Scribner, 1932. 12s. 6d. net. 

This volume is by one of the foremost authorities on Scottish Colonial History, 
and is an account of the famous “ Company of Scotland’s ” trading ativities from 
its inception in 1693 to its disbandment in 1707. 

Bercer (Francesco) 97, _‘Frontis. "Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 180. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 35. 6d. net. 

A sele&tion of this well-known musical writer’s contributions to newspapers. 
Bucxron (A. M.) Eager Heart. A Christmas Mystery Play. Decorated 

and illustrated by Horace J. Knowles. 4to, cloth, pp. 68. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 10s. 6d. net. 

A useful addition to the colle@tions of plays that are now finding their place 
in our libraries. 

Knox (E. V.) Humorous Verse. An anthology chosen by E. V. 
Knox. 8vo, cloth, pp. xix., 268. London, Chatto and Windus 


1931. 38. 6d. net. 
A moft i ing and very colle&tion of verse, i as 

it does sele&tions from the most of the well-known 
Although issued in the well-known Pheenix Library, this volume is an entirely 


new publication. 

OurpHant (Lancelot) Great Love Scenes from English Literature 
Frontis. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxiv., 318. London, Gregg, 
This book, as its title es, is a series of excerpts from some of our 

foremost authors’ works; it is very well compiled and makes interesting 

reading. A companion volume to the recently issued ‘“‘ Great Comic Scenes 
from English Literature.” 

Saw (Bernard) Our Theatres in the Nineties. In Three Volumes. 
8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 288. London, Constable, Standard Edition, 
1932. Vol. 1. 6s. net. 

SuHaw (Bernard) Three Plays for Puritans. The Devil’s Disciple, 
Cesar and Cleopatra, and Captain Brassbound’s Conversion. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xxxvi., 293. London, Constable, Standard 
Edition, 1931. 6s. net. 

Two more volumes of the works of Shaw. A really excellent edition 
—_— We consider this produ@ion a credit to the House of Constable. 

(Wright Watts) ks. An Introduction to Reading. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xix., 222. London, Pitman, 1932. 5s. net. 

One of Messrs. Pitman’s “ Art and Life series.” This book will prove of 
great interest to readers. It is more esp.cially intended for students attending the 
held by L.C.C. Evening Institutes, The Workers’ Educational 
niversity Extension Board. Contains a selected Bibliography 
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Durr (Sir Heéor) African Small Chop. 8vo, cloth, pp. 222. London, 
Hodder, 1932. 8s. 6d. net. 
A ing book i ith the African Continent written 
Fercuson (Henry) Harpoon. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth 272. 
London, Cape, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. . ane 
A account i i in the Antarctic written in 
good a whaling expedition 
Saran BERNHARDT. Impressions by Reynaldo Hahn. Translated, 
with an Introdudtion, by Ethel Tho: Illustrated. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 114. London, Mai and Marrot, 1932. 
Ss. net. 
i series of thumbnail sketches of the famous aétress. 


FICTION. 


Brack (Peter) Which of Them? A Murder Mystery. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
fp. 252. London, Benn, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 
ight deteétive stories are far too few nowadays. It is, therefore, somewhat 
of a relief to find one making its appearance. 
attempt to bring the to are cleverly portra InspeGtor 
ott Divisional Surgeon are real types and 
not specimens of superhuman genius. Peter Black is a mewcomer to myStery 
fidtion. May we have many more from his pen. 
Casey (Robert J.) Cambodian Quest. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 298. London 
Mathews and Marrot, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 
A Striking tale of the Orient in which murder, mystery and abdu@tion figure. 
Fiercuer (Jj. S.) The Double Chance. Cr. 8vo, cloth, PP. 255. 
London, Nash and Grayson, Cheap Edition, 1932. 2s. net. 


Hyne (Cutcliffe) McTodd. Cr. 8vo. cloth, pp. 256. London, Nash 
and Grayson, Cheap Edition, 1932. 2s. 6d. net. 


Hyne (C. J. Cutcliffe) President Kettle. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 286. 
London, Nash and Grayson, Cheap Edition, 1932. 2s. 6d. net. 
Three very popular titles, deservedly brought out in a cheap form, strongly 

bound, printed on good paper and remarkably good at the price. 

Heyer (Georgette) Footsteps in the Dark. A Novel of Mystery. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 310. London, Longmans Green, 1932. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The haunted house in which the haunting is organized as a cover for criminal 
proceedings is not quite an original plot. However, the Story is worked out in this 
case with some original details and told in a bright and interesting manner. 

Hit (Grace Livingston) The Chance of a Lifetime. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. London, Lippincott, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A good, wholesome story in which the frivolity and emptiness of life in Society 
is shown up and a solid basis of happiness is found in service to humanity. 
Keen (Victor) Over the Border. Translated from the Russian by 

Natalie Duddington. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 252. London, Mathews 
and Marrot, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 

The Story of two young Communists who went on an adventurous and danger- 
ous errand in the Far East at the end of the war between Whites and Reds, 1918- 
1920. The adventures that befell them, and love Story that is intermi 

one a fine insight into the i i 

ing to note that over 500,000 


original Russian edition. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Lrprary ASSOCIATION. January, 1932. 
MacseatH (John) The Hills of God. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
271. London, Religious Tra& Society, Second Edition, 1931. 
s. 6d. net. 
Osan (A. R.) On Love. pone from the Tibetan. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth boards, pp. 24. London, Unicorn Press, 1932. 2s. 6d. net. 
O’Rzexrz (Rab) Random Rhymings. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 80. London, 
Stockwell, (1931). 


North Western Branch. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue annual meeting of the North Western Branch was held at 
Warrington on Thursday, January 28th, about 70 delegates attending. 
Visitors inspeéted the alterations to the library, recently compineed. 

The report presented by the Hon. cory Mengp J. W. Singleton, 
F.L.A.) revealed an increase in membership 284 to 362; and 
the financial statement was satisfactory. 

Mr. Councillor R. W. Shepherd, Chairman, Manchester Public 
Libraries Committee, was elected President for the ensuing year, 
and the following mye. were made, viz. :— 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. R. Ashton (Blackburn), R. Hargreaves 

(Stockport), G. H. Parry (Liverpool), J. Pomfret (Preston), 
G. T. Shaw (Liv 1 


). 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. . W. Singleton (Accrington). 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. W. B. Coupland (Burnley). 
Hon. Secretary for Education: Mr. A. J. Hawkes (Wigan). 
Council (ele&ted for three years): Messrs. G. R. Axon 
chester), }. D. Cowley (Lancashire County), H. Hamer 


(Bolton), R. Howarth (Warrington). 

Councillor Shepherd, delivering his presidential address, said 
that in these days commerce and culture went hand in hand in our 
great cities, and the general fitness of the city councillor for library 
committee work was not now often questioned. In regard to the 
library movement in Manchester, the first municipality in the country 
to take advantage of the A@ resulting from Cobden’s campaign 
for public libraries, the work done by its public men was a thing to 
be proud of. 

Speaking of the effe& of the economic crisis on diture on 
library services, Councillor Shepherd said that in Manchester it had. 
been found necessary to postpone the building of three new branch 
libraries, involving an expenditure of about £45,000. The annual 
saving would be about £8,000. But a substitute had had to be pro- 
vided by the establishment of a travelling library. This was stationed 
one day each week in each of five distriGs. It had been a great success, 
the issues being almost phenomenal, the hourly average during the 
time the "bus was open om over 100. He would recommend the 
scheme, not only as a means of carrying on in difficult times, but as 
a solution to the problem of supplying outlying areas. 

On the payment of staffs, Councillor Shepherd said: “ Our 
committee does not desire nor expeé to get an efficient staff without 
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‘adequate payment.” On the purchase of books, said Councillor 

Shepherd, Fe "Should be borne in mind that municipal libraries were 

not intended to compete with the universities in securing the books 

of rare value, first editions, and manuscripts. In purchasing any 
collection, he suggested that more reliance should be placed 

on the ability of some member of the committee to assist in ne 

the purchase. This could be done without any loss of dignity to the 

Mr. F. C. Adey, of Manchester, in a contribution on “ The 
Literature of Exile and Prison,” gave interesting particulars relating 
to Friedrich Engels, the co-worker of Karl Marx, George Fox, John 
Howard, and Mr. Fenner Brockway, as conneéted with Lancashire. 
Speaking of Engel’s Manchester associations, Mr. Adey recalled 
that when Engels became, in 1842, book-keeper to the concern of 
Ermen and Engels, he wrote most of the articles sent in Marx’s name 
at {1 a week for the New York Tribune, and frequently sent his friend 
very large sums of money. Later he abandoned all thoughts of a 
literary career in order to support the Marx family. 

Mr. A. J. Hawkes, Chief Librarian, Wigan, outlined a scheme 
by which parties of Grammar School children in charge of a teacher 
came down and did research work, taking the 18th century, and 
dealing with it under such headings as “ The Growth of the Cabinet 
Movement,” “Agricultural Changes,” or “ The Industrial Revolu- 
tion.” Bibliogra; pod —. repared by the library staff, and the 
Students submitt were discussed by them in the school. 

Mt. S. Jast, and his consequent severance 
from the aétive work of the B 
ciation was expressed of the work he has done in the distri, and 
for the 

It was decided to mark the jubilee of membership of Mr. A. 
Lancaster by a souvenir token to be presented to him on the occasion 
of the next meeting of the Branch. 

A suggestion for the interchange of assistants between libraries 
was submitted by Mr. J. Wilson Brown, Kendal, and any who are 
interested in the scheme are invited to communicate with the Hoa. 
Secretary of the Branch. 

Tea was provided at the kind invitation of the Mayor of Warring- 
ton (Alderman David Plimston, J.P.), and thanks for his generostity 
were suitably accorded. 


JOINT CONFERENCE. 


The 12th annual joint conference of the North Midland, Birm- 
ingham and Distri&, and North Western Branches will be at Scat- 
borough, Friday, April 29th, to Monday, May 2nd next. Four sessions 
will be held, and the President of the Library Association, Lieut.-Col. 

. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., M.C., M.A., has expressed his intention to 
present and has promised to speak. Other interesting papers ase 
foreshadowed, and the event promises to be as full of interest a$ 
those in previous years. The “ Pavilion Hotel” has been 
as headquarters, and informal discussions will be arranged. 

Intending delegates are requested to notify their respective 

branch secretaries at the earliest possible date. 
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SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES 


All British Materials 
and Workmanship 
Throughout 


WE WOULD DRAW ATTENTION TO OUR NEW AND 
REVISED PRICE LIST RECENTLY MAILED TO YOU. 


IT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO YOU IF YOU ARE ANXIOUS 
TO EFFECT ECONOMIES AND AT THE SAME TIME 
RETAIN THE HIGH STANDARD OF WORKMANSHIP. 


WE OFFER YOU TEN STYLES OF BINDING IN WHICH 
NOTHING BUT BRITISH MATERIALS AND LABOUR 
ARE EMPLOYED. 


WE OFFER YOU A LEATHER BACK BINDING AT 
ls. lid. PER CROWN 8vo BOOK. 


IF YOUR LIST HAS BEEN MISLAID WE WILL POST 
ANOTHER UPON RECEIPT OF A POST-CARD. 


SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES BY SENDING YOUR 
BINDING TO :— 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 


- PORTWAY, BATH 
ENGLAND. 


Printed by Jucezs L: Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
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